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Sion-College, November 6. 


S I was looking over the 

Library in this Place, it 
brought a Thought to my 
Mind, that ftudious Men, 


withoutever ftirring fromtheirBooks, . 


may make great Difcoveries of the 
Beauties and Deformities of Nature. 
For in reading ancient Manutfcripts, 
they take a Review of all the Ages 
and 7 ee Lye oe 
ry, properly {peaking, is nothing but 
2 Collection of the Crimes and Mif- 
fortunes of Mankind; but we muft 
obferve that thofe two Evils do not 
wholly fill up the Pages in Record, 
and include all the Experience of 
private Perfons: There are every 
where fome Things that are morally 
Good, fome Examples of Vertue and 
Happinefs ;_ and this is that which 
makes the Difficulty. For if there 





were none but evil and unhappy 
Men, there would be no occafion of 
making Remarks upon Vertue and 
Happinefz. It is the Mixture of 
or and Vertue with Mifery 
and Vice, which gives a Scope to 
Authors to treat upon fuch Variety 
of Subjects. Laft Night, with much 
Refle€tion, I took an Obfervation of 
the Affairs of all Mankind, and con- 
fider’d alittle, that Good Things are 
fometimes beftowed upon a Nation, 
and afterwards that People are often 
afflicted for their Offences commit- 
ted within themfelves. If we perufe 
the ancient Authors never {fo little, 

we fhall find the Truth of this Af 
fertion. Read Livy, Cicero, and other 
Latin Writers : You will clearly un- 
derftand, that the fame Fupiter, to 
whom Sacrifices were offered for a 
Victory gained, was honoured upon 
other Occafions, to the end he fhould 
ceafe to afflict the People of Rome : 

Nn And 





€ 138 ) 


And though there was one V’ejowss, 
much more inclined to do Evil than 
to do Good ; neverthelefs it was be- 
lieved, that Dijows or Diefpiter, i. ¢. 
the God Fupiter, darted the Thun- 
derbolr. Aulus Geilius exprefles him- 
felf in fuch a Manner, that he clear- 
ly diftinguifhes Jupiter from Vejovis, 
Cum Fovem igitur J Dijovem a juvan- 
do nominaffent : eum quoque contra De- 
wm, qui non fervandi posefatem fed 
vim nocendi haberet (nam deos quofdam 
ut prodeffent celebrant, quofdam 
ne obeffent placabant) Vejovem appella- 
verunt, dempta atque detracia juvands 
facultate, ---Simulachrum dei Vejoun, 
quod eff in ade, de qua fupra dixi, fa- 
gittas tenet, que [unt videlicet parate 
ad nocendum: qua propter exum deum 
plerique Apollinem effe dixerunt. 
Viagilium quoque aiunt, multe antiqus- 


tatis hominem fine oftentationis odio pe~ 
ritum,numina lava in Georgicis quoque 
deprecari, fignificantem quandum vim 
efJe hujufmodi deorum in ladendo magis 
quam in juvando potentem, Verfus Vir- 
gilii hi funt, 


In tenuis labor, at tenuis non Gloria, 
fi quem 

Numina lava finunt, auditque voca- 
tus Apollo, 


Plutarch is alf miftaken, when he 
thinks that Philofophers and Poets 
are agreed in this Point. Did not 
he remember, that Homer, the Prince 
of Poets, their Pattern. fet only one 
God over the two Tuns of Good and 
Evil. Mr. Coftar has juttly cenfured 
thefe Words of Mr. Gyrac: It feems 
you would imitate Homer's Fupiter, 
and that drawing out of Tuns, you 


pour out with both Hands as he did, 
this Diverfity of Matter by Chance 
and without Choice. Here follows 
the Cenfure: The Comparifon of 
Jupiter does me Honour, but it does 
lietle Honour to him who alledges it 
fo impertinently, Homer, who is the 
Inventer of this Fiction, and Plato 
who relates it, do not fay, That Ju- 
piter having drawn out of his two 
Tuns all the Goods and Evils of 
Life, fcatters them inconfiderately 
upon miferable Mortals. ‘They fay 
only, That fometimes he pours them 
out pure, fometimes he mixes them ; 
from whence it comes to pafs, that 
among Men fome are always unhap- 
p, and the Fortune of others is no- 
thing but a ee Flux of Hap- 

inefs and Mifery. But Mr. Coftar 
ane one thing which deferved to 
be obferved : He did not fay, that of 
thethreeThings which Fupiter could 
do with thefe two Tuns, he does but 
two of them: For he might either 
take out of the good Tun, or out of 
the bad ; or partly out of one, and 
partly out of the other. Homer took 
care not to {peak of thefe three Ofh- 
ces; for he knew too well that the 
firlt does never take place, and I 
think he had done well to have fup- 
ea the fecond ; for is there any 

an fo unhappy as to enjoy no man- 
ner of Good? Plato rejected this 
Thought of Homer, becaufe it is ef- 
fential to God to do nothing but 
what is good ; from whence he con- 
cluded, that God is not the Caufe of 
fome Events which befall Men. He 
fays, that the Poets who give us this 
Fiction of the two Tuns, {peak fool- 
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ithly of God, and are guilty of a 
great Offence. The Apology of Coftar 
being fcarce in this Iland, I fhall 
make no Scruple to cite a long Paf- 
fage out of ir: It may be, that Mr. 
Girac believed the Roman de la Rofe, 
who makes Fortune a Vintner, that 
diftributes by Pots and Pints the Li- 
quors of thefé two Tuns, according 
to her caprice Fancy ; 
Jupiter at ail Times, 
Has at the Threfhold of bis Houfe, 
4: Homer {ays, two full Tuns ; 
And there is neither Old Man nor 
Young, 
Neither Woman nor Maid, 
Whether fhe be Old or Young, Hand. 
fome er Ugly, 
Wio receives Life in this World, 
But drinks of thefe two Tuns. 
Tis a full Tavern, . 
Whrereof Fortune is the Vintner, 
And mingles Pots and Cups, 
To make all the World Socps ; 
She gives all drink with ber own 
Hands. 
But to fome more, to others lefs; 
There is none but every Day drinks 
Out of thefe Tuns, either a Quart or a 
Pint, 
Or a Tierce, or a Gallon, ur a Chopin, 
As it pleafes Fortune, 
To give, either witha full Hand, or 
afew Drops, 
Wroich [ke puts into their Mouth : 
And pours out Good or Evil upon every 
one, 
According as fhe in a good or bad 
Hamour, 


Iapply thefe curious Fictions of 
the Poets to the Occafion of our 


"Thankfgiving-Day, for the wonder- 
ful Succefles in Spain and Flanders. 
Providence has indeed given us out 
of her Fountain of rich Wine a large 
Potion to drink; and out of the 
Fountain in which there js nothing 
but bitter Dregs, fhe has given full 
Bowls into the Hands of our Ene- 
mies. I think it is one of the great- 
eft Refle&tions that a wife Man can 
make to himfelf, to take notice how 
the Engine of the grand Affairs of 
the World turns round : Sometimes 
Profperity from Abroad points to- 
wards one Kingdom, and fometimes 
towards another, yet it frequently 
happens, that a Flourifhing Nation, 
which the Almighty has blefs’d with 
fignal Victories, is deftroyed by rai- 
fing Tumults within its own Bowels. 
Indeed it neither fuits my Genius nor 
Intereft, to tall in with our Dome- 
{tick Broils ; but methinks it would 
be well, if they who have or may be 
the Springs of our Feuds at Home, 
wou'd refieé&t a little what deformed 
Monfters of Nature they would ap- 
pear to be, fhould a curious Artift 
undertake to paint them out in their 
exact Lineaments, and hang up their 
Pi@tures upon the Doors of ourTem- 

les,I am fure that every Perfon who 

held the Portraitures, would fiy as 
they pafs'd by, What are thefe Peo- 
le doing! Every Figure defcribed 
rie is bufy in changing Religion for 
Atheifm, Peace for Confufion ; and 
pulling up with a mighty Force, the 
whole Foundation of Order on whicl 
our Trade and Happinefs are only 
grounded. 
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1 wrote this a¢ a Friend's Houfe om 


Cornhill, Newemver 7. 


WHEN I hear of any Action 
that is Lofry and Generous, | 
rehear{c it as a Pateern for others to 
imirate ; and this Inttance I think is 
{> remarkable that it’s worthy of Ob. 
{crvation: The Story perhaps may 
appear dull to fome Readers, but | 
am fure many will think it is a Dit 
courfe fo particular, that they'll fay 
there’s much Life in the Relation. 
AYoung Gentlewoman of extraor- 
dinary Merit in this City, having 
lately heard that her Husband, an 
Old Man, who had left her for ma- 
ny Years, was confin'd to his Bed in 
a Prifon, fhe went in her Coach to 
give him a Vifit, contrary to the Ad- 
vice of her Mother ; and found him 
in fo poor a Condition, that had fhe 
not come to his Ailiftance, he had 
certainly ftarv'd, She underftanding 
his Temper and Conttirution, treat. 
ed him, and caufed him to be treated 
accordingly, fo as to recover him to 
perfect Health: No fooner was this 
generous Act perform’d, and the 
Man got his "Fang with the En- 
joyment of her Beautiful Perfon, but 
e, like a Monfter, repaid the Kind- 
nefS by Oaths and Revilings, and e- 
ven fomething ftill worfe, Blows and 
a corrupt Diftemper : Yet the good 
Matron was fo far from revenping 
her felf upon him for thefe Injuries, 


that fhe in his laft Sicknefs was heard 
to fay, when her Friends would not 
permit her co go near him, thould 
the Man who brought her rhe ! py 
Tidings of her H ry 
be never to iwi, ualials G ana dirty, 
fhe would embraceand kifs him with 
as much Ardour as fhe would the 
moft Beaut:tul Perfon fhe ever faw : 
And fhould he be naked and notable 
to find one to relieve him, fhe would 
cloath him, and gladly want her felf. 
in the end, News was brought, that 
his Spirit was gone down to the 
Regions of Death, without giving 
his Love to her ; the fell into a great 
Lamentation, and fuch weeping, that 
fhe would never fee any Man after 
that time but her Father; neither 
could fhe hear of his Unkindnefs, 
without faying, That all Men had 
their Failings, and why fhould the 
World expect her Spoufe to have 
none. This Copy, | think (though 
it were a Fiétion) ought to be fhew’d 
to fuch of the Female Sex as are crofs 
and angry to the kindeft of Huf- 
bands, and will not by their Confent 
fo much as let them give oneLook or 
Smile upon any Woman but them- 
felves.. without a fevere Rebuke: 
Altho’ they, good natur'd Creatures, 
can ftand at the Doors and Windows 
for feveral Hours together. and be 
very liberal in their Charms to the 
Sparks as they pafs by, who only fa- 
vour them with a wanton Glance, or 
the Air of alewd Rake. 





